




































































































































































WASHINGTON 2000 (Senator Bluechel, Chair) 

There were four major activities for the Committee and staff during 
the interim: 

Legislative Symposium 

A symposium was held in September for legislators and legislative 
staff. About 130 were in attendance at the one-day event, which 
was designed to help the Legislature begin to focus on long-range 
solutions to the problems of poverty and lifelong learning. The 
keynote speaker was former Governor Richard D. Lamm of Colorado, 
who outlined several reasons why the Legislature needs to "think 
in different terms." Videotape highlights of this event should be 
available before the 1991 Session. (Staff Contact: steve 
Boruchowitz) 

Fiscal Impact Analysis Study 

The first phase was completed at the end of the 1990 legislative 
session. Phase II will be completed by December 30, 1990 and 
recommendations presented to the full Committee. The study seeks 
ways in which to provide adequate impact analysis for the "futures" 
bills that are and will be in the Project's database. The private 
sector is providing technical assistance to Project staff for this 
study. (Staff Contact: Steve Boruchowitz) 

Project Update Newsletter 

During the interim, a "Project Update" newsletter was inaugurated. 
The Update is mailed to the Project's mailing list, which includes 
all members and staff, agency liaisons, lobbyists and other 
interested parties. The plan is to have a bi-monthly publication 
in the interim, and monthly during the sessions. It will contain 
short excerpts from recent publications of interest, reports of 
Committee and staff activity, and from time to time highlights of 
sources in the Washington 2000 Database. (Staff Contact: Steve 
Boruchowitz) 

Outside Presentations 

The last area of activity was making presentations and responding 
to outside requests for information. Chairman Alan Bluechel made 
presentations to various groups, including several chambers of 
commerce, the National Conference of State Legislatures, the 
Council of State Governments, and the Kentucky State Legislature. 
The staff director was named to the Council of state Government's 
Subcommittee on Strategic Planning. (Staff Contact: Steve 
Boruchowitz) 
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JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE ON WATER RESOURCE POLICY (Senator Barr, 
Representative K. Wilson, Co-Chairs) 

General Activities 

The Committee's primary focus during the 1990 interim was 
implementation of ESHB 2932, the committee-sponsored bill requiring 
comprehensive water resource planning on a regional basis 
throughout the state. The bill called for a cooperative effort in 
which state government (legislative and executive), Indian tribes, 
local governments and interested parties would together identify 
and address the growing water supply needs of our state. The bill 
also required the development of a thorough data management program 
to support planning efforts. 

In May, Committee members participated in an historic water 
resources planning retreat on Orcas Island. The three-day "Rosario 
retreat" was attended by 170 representatives of government and 
private interests in the water resource field. Participants agreed 
to work together to develop a planning process that would then be 
implemented in identified regions of the state. Committee members 
will participate in a November follow-up retreat that will 
determine the process for planning and managing our state's water 
resources. 

Senator Madsen represented the Committee on a data management task 
force created by ESHB 2932 to evaluate and make recommendations on 
data needs and information management. The task force issued a 
report to the Legislature in September containing preliminary 
findings and recommendations for a comprehensive water resource 
data program. 

Committee meetings were held in April and June to inform members 
of significant developments in water resource issues across the 
state. Staff from the Departments of Ecology and Health, and the 
Attorney General's Office briefed Committee members on significant 
water resource decisions recently made or currently pending with 
the agencies. (Staff Contact: Ed Dee) 

Water Transfers; Water Conservation and Efficiency 

In September, a Committee meeting focused on water marketing and 
transfers. Briefings from two nationally recognized experts and 
from state agency staff provided background information to 
Committee members to evaluate possible legislative options in this 
area. A November meeting is scheduled to consider agency sponsored 
legislation dealing with transfers. The Committee also intends to 
consider legislative proposals dealing with water conservation and 
efficiency. (Staff Contact: Ed Dee) 
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JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE ON WATER RESOURCE POLICY (Continued) 

Public Water Supply 

The Committee formed a subcommittee on public water supply co­
chaired by Senator Madsen and Representative Miller. Meetings were 
held in July, August, and October to consider issues involving the 
state's domestic water supply, focusing primarily on small water 
systems and their ability to meet increased health and safety 
standards imposed by the federal Safe Drinking Water Act. The 
Committee is working with state agencies and local governments to 
develop legislation ensuring all water systems, both public and 
private, can provide safe and reliable drinking water to all 
customers. (Staff Contact: Ed Dee) 
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